
 

 
ROD PENNER: PAINTINGS, 1987–2022 
 

“It’s not only what you see but also how you feel about what Penner paints that gives his work 
a sense of enduring and profound humanity.”    – Terrie Sultan, independent curator 

 
 
The Artist Book Foundation is delighted to announce the forthcoming publication of Rod Penner: Paintings, 1987–2022, the 
first major monograph on the contemporary realist and his highly sought-after body of work. Essays by David Anfam, Terrie 
Sultan, and Louis K. Meisel detail the trajectory of the artist’s career and the mastery of his meticulous painting technique. 

The abandoned and forgotten landscapes of rural southwestern towns are the favored subjects of Rod Penner’s paintings. 
The artist’s keen eye combines photojournalism and Photorealism to create images of small-town America. His deft use of 
contrasts in his images—despondency and hope, isolation, and nostalgia—evokes memories of The Last Picture Show and 
elicits complex responses from viewers. “I’m interested in the look of things and the quality of being there,” he says. “A 
moment that is completely frozen with all the variety of textures; rust on poles, crumbling asphalt, light hitting the grass.” 

Penner’s works are based on his photographs, digital video stills, and his experience of the rural landscapes of Texas and New 
Mexico. He depicts desolate, often deserted locations, the character of old houses and abandoned buildings, weather, and 
unique geography. His chosen scenes are infused with a cinematic quality that is the result of the exquisite light that he 
captures with his exacting process.  

Penner’s hyperrealistic technique precisely records both the iconic imagery and the beauty in the ashes of these once-
prosperous streets and neighborhoods that still endure. These incredibly poignant scenes evoke a universalism, a collective 
experience seen through the lens of Americana. “You won’t find any hidden or overt socio-political meaning in my work and 
at the same time I hope that by utilizing what I find in the American landscape I’m able to connect to  viewers on a deeper 
psychological level.” 
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David Anfam is a curator, writer, and authority on modern American art. He is the senior consulting curator at the Clyfford 
Still Museum in Denver, and the director of its Research Center. His publications include Abstract Expressionism (1990), the 
catalogue raisonné Mark Rothko: Works on Canvas (1998), and studies on Anish Kapoor, Edward Kienholz, and Wayne 
Thiebaud. Terrie Sultan is an independent curator, cultural consultant, and Principal Museum Strategist for Art Museum 
Strategies @ Hudson Ferris, a boutique consulting firm based in New York City. She was the director of the Parrish Art 
Museum in Water Mill, New York, as well as the director of The Blaffer Art Museum at the University of Houston in Texas. 
Louis K. Meisel is an American author, art collector, and dealer, as well as a proponent of the Photorealist art movement. He 
has contributed to four volumes documenting the genre and he continues to organize international museum exhibitions for 
leading Photorealist artists. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
The Artist Book Foundation (TABF) is a nonprofit art book publisher that celebrates artists’ lives and work through publications, related 
exhibitions, and public programs. TABF works collaboratively with artists, museum curators, historians, and collectors to develop 
catalogues raisonnés, monographs, surveys, and exhibition catalogues.  

TABF’s book donation program has delivered thousands of copies to underserved public libraries, schools, and prisons across the United 
States. All events and exhibitions are free to the public and all are welcome. 

 

 
                                                                      
                       
         

Hardcover 
11 x 12 inches 

200 pages + 1 gatefold 
268 color plates + 10 b&w 

ISBN: 978-1-7329864-4-2 (print) 
ISBN: 978-1-7329864-8-0 (e-book) 

$65 | £48 | €60 
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Exhibition 
Main Street Mystique: Paintings by Rod Penner   
On View: January 20–March 11, 2023 
The Artist Book Foundation Gallery 
 
Artist Talk & Book Signing  
March 11, 2023  |  TABF Gallery 
 


